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Foreword
‘John Muir’s passion and commitment to protecting and preserving the
outdoors continues to inspire so many of us today. Every single one of
us can contribute to his vision by protecting and enjoying the places we
love and our actions now will speak to all future generations.’
Robert Hanna
John Muir’s great-great-grandson
Welcome to John Muir, Earth – Planet, Universe, a graphic novel that tells the
amazing life story of the Scotsman John Muir: from his boyhood in Dunbar
to his journey across the ocean and a thrilling new start in America; before
setting off on his many adventures across the globe where he immerses
himself in nature’s wild wonder.
You will also find throughout this book symbols, ‘jump off points’, indicating
opportunities for discussion about that particular aspect of John Muir’s life
or you can use these symbols to link to one of the many online supporting
activities which you can download for FREE at
www.scottishbooktrust.com/johnmuir.
At the back of this book you will find a John Muir quiz that takes a look at
how similar to John Muir you might be, as well as a glossary that explains
the meanings of some of the words used in the story.
At www.scottishbooktrust.com/johnmuir you will also find a pdf version of
the story John Muir, Earth – Planet, Universe which will let you listen to the
story being read out loud or allow you to increase the size of the text to help
you read it.
There are also further links to other relevant websites, for example if you want
to take part in the John Muir Award.
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Key Characters
							

John Muir as a young boy

John Muir as a young man
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Stickeen
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John Muir as an old man

					
John Muir’s father
										
		
John Muir’s grandfather
									

							
									

John Muir’s mother

				
			
			

John Muir’s sister
– Sarah

			
					

John Muir’s brother
– David
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John Muir’s children
– Wanda and Helen

John Muir’s wife – Louie
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President Roosevelt

1. The Wild Boy of Dunbar

Time often moved as
slow as a glacier
when I was a boy in
Scotland...

Four times
seven is twenty
eight

five times seven
is thirty five

six times seven is
forty two

14

I was sent to school when I was
three years old.

Seve

n

seven

times

ET

TWE

is. . .

ET
TWE

Yawn

et
twe
et!
twe

et
twe
et!
twe

Skylark?

No! Pay
attention,
boy!

15

But the world outside
was my real school.

OATS

O-A-T-S... oats!
One, two,
three,
four...

TS
OA

OATS

S

OAT

16

Pay
attention,
laddie!

SMACK!

Watch,
lad!

17

Time for Bible
studies, lad!

By the time I was
eleven I knew
most of the Bible
by heart.

Aye,
Father

Let man have dominion
over the birds of the
air and the fish of
the sea.

Honour thy father
and thy mother...

My heart
ached to be
outdoors.

I loved
EVERYTHING
that was
wild.

18

19

?

Stop
dreaming,
John!

Aye,
Father.

20

I ran
wild

whenever
I could.

Race ye to
the castle,
davie!
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No
chance!

Come back
here or I’ll
thrash you!

First at the
top’s the king of
the castle!

Dunbar was my
best teacher
of all!

Last one’s a
glaikit wee
rascal!

I’d climb the
castle like a
mountain and
spend hours
exploring the
rocky shore
and fields.
There, we
were as free
as the wild
creatures.

22

Shiver me
timbers, ya
scurvy dogs!

Pirates!

I studied the wildlife
of Dunbar as hard as I
studied my schoolbooks
and Bible.

I could tell a bird
by its eggs or nest
or song.

Gannet!

23

Explore
Birds

Seaweed
skirt!

Seaweed
hair!

Yikes!
Crab
attack!

Well,
that’s us
had our
baths.

24

We loved to watch
the waves in awful
storms, thundering
on the black
headlands when
the sea and sky
crashed together
as one. Most of all,
we loved to play
scootchers, a game
of dangerous dares.

Jump the
waves!
Scootcher!

AARGH!

25

Gotcha!

26

One scootcher landed
us in BIG trouble...
We’re at the top
of the mountain!

Slide!
How do
we get
down?

Hup

Come on!
Scootcher!

Help! I’m
stuck...

27

Yoohoo
twit!
Scoot!

I’m
freezing!

I’ll save
you!

Noooo!

If Father catches
us he’ll warm us
with his belt!

Come on,
Davie!
You can
do it.

I can...

28

I can...

Gotcha!

29

Now
and
Then

2. Let’s Go West!

One day my father gave us
the surprise of our lives.

t

ee

tw

Bairns,
put
away
your
books.

Tomorrow
we sail
for
America!

Eh?

No more study! We’ll
live in boundless
woods full of good
things, John. Trees
full of sugar, growing
in ground full of
gold...

32

Yippee!
I’m free!

!

awk

Sq u

Is it near
Edinburgh?

Where’s
America?

That night, I couldn’t
sleep. I was scared I’d
wake up and find it was
just a dream...

z

zzz
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America!!

Next
morning...

I’ll no’ be
at school
today.

Aye, right. And
we’re away to
the moon!

I’m away to
America!

34

Next morning I set sail with my father,
brother David and sister Sarah.

We’d build a house big enough for
us all and then Mother and the
younger children would follow.

Look after
your wee
brother and
sister. No
scootchers!

I’ll miss
you,
Mother.

Don’t greet,
Ann. We’ll
build you a
fine house in
America.

35

Away
y’ go.
I’ll
manage.

Wowee! Ta,
Grandpa.

A gold coin
for a golden
future.

No’ fair! How come I
don’t get one?

It was the most exciting
day of my life!

All
aboard!

36

We sailed to America in a ship
called The Warren.

Inside the cabin...

Who
packed
all
these books?
The Bible’s all
we need.

Bunk
beds!

A sea
view!

Africa!

Japan!

37

The
Amazon!

Out on the vast
wilderness of ocean I
saw that everything is
hitched to everything
else in the universe.

The world, I’d been told,
was all made especially
for humans - but was it
really?

nu

d
ge

!

38

Shark
attack!

Beak
attack!

Whale!

Storm!

Starfish!

Stars!

39

After six weeks at sea,
flying to our fortunes on
the wings of the winds...

Land ahoy!

An’
wild!
It’s all
empty!

The ox cart to Wisconsin
felt as bumpy as the ship
on a stormy sea as we
travelled across swamps
and trackless hills.

The moment we saw our hut in a sunny wood,
overlooking a flowery glacier meadow and a
glimmering lake, David and I felt right at home.

40

This sudden splash into a
glorious wilderness made
us happy as skylarks.

Nature streamed into us,
teaching us wonderful,
wild lessons.

Scre

eee

ch!

How do
woodpeckers
peck holes so
perfect an’
round?

John! David!
Get back
here now or
I’ll...

Why does
a blue
jay have
GREEN
eggs?

44

Beneath
our Feet

For a while I was free to play in
the magnificent wilderness and
make friends with all its
creatures. It was heaven on earth.

Oooh, a
nuthatch!

Twe

et!

Wowee,
yellowheaded
bobolinks!

Hello
chickadee!

45

Fountain Lake Meadow at twilight was
a magical place, aglow with millions of
twinkling fairy lights.

Let’s
catch ’em!

Lightning
bugs!

46

47

3. Genius John in a Brave New World

My time of freedom was soon over.
Once I turned twelve, Father
said I was old enough to work
like a man. Building a home
and a farm in the
wilderness meant
back-breaking work,
every day, every
hour of daylight...

chopping...

grubbing...

stump-digging...

fence-building...
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barn-building...

housebuilding...

LOTS of
digging.

And
digging...

DINK
DINK
!
DINK
DINK!

DINK
DINK

!

Days and days of
digging a well...
Until...

DINK
DINK
!

K-

IN

D

51

They brought me up in a
bucket, half-dead.

I hit a
pocket of
poisonous
gas, deep
underground.

The very next day I was
straight back at work!
W
im
h
..
r

e

p

Still
don’t
feel
well.

.

Och,
you’re
fine!

52

After supper each night
I’d go to bed then wake
at one in the morning

My body grew tired but
my mind was restless
and hungry.

So I’d have five huge
hours to read

before my real work
began at dawn.

53

Then
and
Now

54

Now my mind exploded with
ideas! I began a frenzy of
invention... clocks,

an

a machine to feed
horses...

anemometer,

... and my amazing
Early Rising Machine!
A Wake-You-Up Bed!

55

I wanted to make my mark on the
world. So I left home and took
my inventions to Madison
State Fair.
My
turn!

Stop
pushing!

Crowds gathered
to see me and my
machines. Soon I
was famous!

He IS a genius!
I can never
get that boy
out of bed.

D
YOUNG WIZAR
S
ISE
MESMER
CROWDS!
GENUINE
GENIUS!

58

Invent,
Design and
Make

4. A Terrible Darkness Made Me See

I still loved nature and
beauty, so once I’d earned
enough I followed my
dream to study at
university and learn all
about the world.

But I loved the buzz and
excitement of factories
too... what was I to do
with my life?

Any
jobs,
mister?

62

Yep, if
you’ve
got the
muscles!

Then a terrible accident
blinded me - and I found
out what I really wanted.

IP!

SL

Hac

k

AAARGH!

My eyes!
Everything’s
dark!

The doctor said I’d never
see again.

These were truly
the darkest days
of my life.

I’m
sorry...

63

But an eye specialist said
if I rested for long weeks
in a dark room...

I am blind.
My life is
over.

eet

Tw

Tweet

Twe

et

tweet

Then, one day

twe

et
et

twe
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Will I be
trapped in
darkness
forever?

Wait... what’s
that strange
light?

I can hear the
wind and the
birds but all
is dark.

tu g

tu g

t!

I’m cured! I can
see! And I want
to be out in the
wild beauty of
the world for
the rest of my
days!

ee

Tw

And now I knew exactly
what I wanted to do.
65

5. I Will Walk One Thousand Miles

I was like a man lost in the
desert who finds an oasis
and must drink.

But I was thirsty for the
whole world!

!
sh

li
Sp

n

Yaw

t
S
t
e
r
c
h
I wanted to jump into it
and immerse myself in its
wonders.
!

ce

La

!

Tie

So I went on a thousand-mile
walk to drink in the grand
show of nature.
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Strange
animal
cries...

EE

O
OO

O

I’ll
follow my
nose. The
wind is full
of haunting,
unknown
scents...

beautiful
new
plants and
flowers
...

In Tennessee I found
something I’d dreamed of
from boyhood,

but had never seen
before.

A mountain!
My first
mountain!

69

From Here
to There

I had many adventures
along the way...

I’ve no
money,
just...

Hands
up an’
gimme your
money!

r

tte
C la

Is that
it?!

these
...

BURNS’
POEMS

BURNS’
POEMS

SOAP

Have
it back
then...

70

The animals thought I was
some strange big bird in a
nest.

In Savannah, Georgia, I ran
out of money and built a
hut out of branches.

Looks a
bit nutty
to me.

NS’
BUR
MS
POE

Once my family had sent my
savings and I had money in
my pocket again, I planned
to sail for South America.

71

Exploring
Nature

But in Florida I
caught malaria.

Uu rgh..

.

Bzzz

Ouch!

Nip!

I had seen so much on my
thousand-mile journey
and I would travel many
thousands of miles more
in my life...

The pure
mountain air of
the Yosemite
Valley will
cure me.
That’s where
I must go!

72

ia

i

na

st ia
e in
w rg
i
v

nd

kentucky

virginia

north
carolina

tennessee

bam

ala

s
o
ca u
t
h
r
o
l
in
a
georgia

a
ida

or

fl

Now, I sailed to
California.

What a
magnificent
sight!

73

6. The Mountains Are Calling Me!

In the spring of
1868 I arrived in the
Great Central Valley
of California with
its majestic Sierra
Nevada Mountains.

A vast valley of
flowers stretched
before me like
a lake full of
rainbows. Beyond
that were the
giant peaks of
the mountains.

I named these mountains
The Range of Light.

So much
beauty! The
mountains
glow in the
sun as if
they’re made
of light.

Then I set off for the
Yosemite Valley I so
longed to see.

Yosemite

Yoseym...?

Yo-sem-it-ey is
how you say it!

Yosemite
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The winds of
the Yosemite
Valley blew
their freshness
into me.

The storms gave me
their energy.

Soon my cares fell away
like autumn leaves.

I feel
well
again!

The hope of the
world lies in the
great unspoiled
wilderness.

77

I took a job as a shepherd
so that I could study the
Yosemite. I wanted to write
about it and show nature’s
loveliness and wonder to
the world.

Climb the mountains and
nature’s peace will flow
into you as sunshine
flows into trees.

We’re flying through
space with the other
stars, all shining
together as one.

The whole
universe is an
infinite storm
of beauty!

78

One mountain took me
seven hours to climb...

and seven minutes to
come back down again...

Avalanche!
Let the
power of
nature
sweep you
awaaaay!

79

I discovered that the
clearest way into the
universe is through a
forest wilderness.
I never
saw an
unhappy
tree.

with every wind,
travelling with us
around the sun,

Trees travel as far
as we do, wandering
in all directions,

80

And through space,
heaven knows how
fast and far...

two million
miles a day!

oooh!

Twit!

Between every
two pines there is
a door leading to
a new way of life.

This
is the
life!

Dinner!

Dinner!

Nature
Detectives

Biodiversity
81

7. A Marriage Made In Heaven

Soon Louie and I had two
daughters, Wanda and
Helen.

After years in
the mountains, I
came back to the
human world.
I married and
became a
fruit
farmer.

Daisy, buttercup,
forget-me-not,
dandelion...

Daddy
lion?

Do we need
to learn the
names of ALL the
flowers?

You wouldn’t
like it if
people didn’t
know YOUR
names!

84

Creative
Journaling

But after ten years as
a farmer, I felt like a
caged lion and
longed for the
wilderness
again.

Louie sold part of the
ranch so that I had money
for my nature work.

Here’s fruit
for the
journey, Papa!

Plum,
apple,
pear.

Off you go then!
We’ll manage.

You’re the
best.

85

High in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, I’d discovered a
glacier and saw how these vast, ancient rivers of ice
must have carved out the great valley.

I wanted to prove my
theory so I went to see
the living glaciers of
Alaska.

My companion was a dog
called Stickeen.

Together we explored
Glacier Bay, an unknown inlet
surrounded by mountains and
full of icebergs.

86

I studied the deep crevasses
and the powerful movement
of the glacier ice as it moved
slowly, slowly through the
mountains, carving a path
through the stony landscape.

ble

scrib

WOO

F!

Be
careful,
Stickeen!

87

Everything
is flowing
- going
somewhere,

animals

and so-called
lifeless rocks

as well as water.

88

Grand glaciers

and avalanches,

majestic floods carrying
minerals and rocks,

89

air carrying plant leaves and spores...

while the stars go streaming through space
pulsing on and on forever like blood globules
in nature’s warm heart.

WOO

-OO
ooo
of

I said,
be
careful!

90

The sun fell. The stormy
darkness swirled around
us as we tried to hurry
homewards.

We struggled across a
maze of jumbled ice and
deathly crevasses.

We’re
marooned
on an
island of
ice!

whimper...

Then we came to a
chasm so wide and
deep we couldn’t jump
it. And we couldn’t
go back... the bank
behind was too high.

91

A long, thin bridge of ice was our only hope across
the chasm. But it sagged in the middle, melting.

DINK

dink!
We’d have
to climb
down to
reach the
bridge
then climb
up a sheer
cliff of
ice on the
other side.
Could we
do it?

Follow me,
Stickeen.
See, I’ve
cut steps in
the ice for
us. Don’t be
scared.

You crazy
human!

I was terrified!

92

My fingers froze as I climbed.
It was perilous, the deadliest
thing I’ve ever done.

Made it!

Now you, Stickeen.
C’mon boy!

93

Nope.

When Stickeen saw
there was no other
way, he ventured onto
the bridge.

I held my breath as
the icy winds blasted
him, willing him not to
fall. Dogs are not
good climbers -

94

could he make it to
the other side?

!
id

Sk

You can
do it,
boy!

95

Come on,
Davie! You
can do it.

I’ll save you!

I can, I can

Come on Stickeen!
You can do it!

96

One, two,
threeeee...!

p

o
h

p

o
h

p

o
h

p

o
h
In a great wild bound
Stickeen leapt up
the steps, fast as
lightning - and landed
safely beside me!

97

Wonderdog!

WHUMF!

BARK BARK BARK
BARK BARK BARK
BARK

That amazing dog raced about
like a mad creature, barking
and howling and rolling in the
snow, almost bursting with joy
to be alive.
Woof!

From that day, we
were soul mates.

Stickeen had taught me
one of the most important
lessons of my life -

98

that humans
and animals
are true
companions on
this earth,

Hahaha!
See me?
See that?

We are all nature’s
kin, every creature
under the sun.

each of us full of love,
hope and fear.

o

W

Best
friends
forever.

99

o
oh

o

o

!

8. The Wild Man Who Changed The World

My experience in the
Alaskan glaciers
revealed amazing
things to me.
Thanks,
Stickeen!

Animals were not, as
people of my time believed,
put on earth to serve the
human race.

I mean, what
good is an
alligator to
anyone?

Fish supper!

102

Silly
sheepherder!

And I was certain now
that ancient glaciers
really had carved out
the Yosemite Valley
and the Sierras, like
giant ice-cutters.

God made the
mountains and
valleys - not
glaciers!

Twaddle!

These grooves and
markings show that
rivers of ice gouged
out vast paths as
they moved
through the
bedrock.

No one else believed
this new theory so I went
back to my mountains,
determined to find proof...

By Jove,
he’s
right!

The glaciers of
the last Ice Age
made this valley!

103

Glaciers

Now I was passionate about
making people see why we
must protect our planet.
It would be the greatest
work of my life.

Let children walk with
nature, in woods and
meadows, plains and
mountains... Our bodies
were made to thrive where
pure air is
found.

Years
pass...

But in summer, the
mountain wilderness
was noisy, the air black
with fire smoke, as
loggers cleared and
felled the trees.

So I began my campaign to
protect America’s forests.

I wrote to the American
people about the
destruction of their
forests. Though nervous,
I gave many public talks.

A forest of
3,0 0 0 -year-old
giants - all gone in
a moment.

104

The people listened
and they forced the
politicians to act.

Oh, the wrongs
done to trees!

Save our forests
or we’ll have
none left!

Defend the
trees!

105

Proactive
Conservation

I wanted the American people to love and
protect nature, especially the beautiful
highlands of California. So I co-founded the
Sierra Club. I was president for 2 2 years.

I also helped create
national parks in many
wonderful
wild places
like
Yosemite

		

and the Grand Canyon.

yosemite
nati onal
park

Do something for
the wilderness
and make the
mountains
glad!

Friends
reunited in
the wild!

106

Then I met another
president... the
President of
the United
States of
America.

My talks and
writings had made
me a famous man.

Let’s go
camping in
the wild!

Yes, President
Roosevelt.

Sorry, too busy!
Take me to
Yosemite, John.

But Mr President,
we have a grand
dinner ready in
your honour...

107

Four days we
camped in the
Yosemite. Me,
John Muir from
Dunbar,

and President
Roosevelt!
We climbed to
Glacier Point

We talked about
protecting the
forests and
nature.

and I showed him
all the glories
of my beloved
wilderness.

Hurrah! We
mustn’t waste
the wilderness.
It’s a necessity
- not just as
fountains of
timber, but as
fountains of
life itself.

I’ll preserve
148 million acres
of forest and
create many new
national parks!

108

Discover
National
Parks

Trees are the lungs of the world.
Our friends and protectors.

No matter how times
change, we must look
after our forests.

If we kill the trees,
what will happen to us?

109

9. As The Round Earth Rolls...

My life has been one
big adventure.

I had a dream and I
worked and worked at it.

Aged 65, I went on a
World Tour to every
continent except
Antarctica.

I hitched my wagon to
that star.

I crossed oceans
to explore the
great rivers and
forests of the
earth.

At 73, I made a 40,0 0 0
mile trek to South America
and Africa.

112

I’d also travelled
back to my roots, to
Dunbar where my love
of adventure and
curiosity about the
world began.

As long as I live, I’ll
follow my instincts
and get as near to
the heart of the
world as I can.

I was much changed from the gangly boy who’d
once climbed the crags of the castle.

Children followed
as if I were the
Pied Piper!

But everywhere I
went, people rushed
out to greet me.

113

i remember our
scootcher...
My old
home!

That’s John Muir. I knew
him when he was a skinny
malinky laddie. He’s
world famous now!

Is he?
Is he rich?

Go to the wild
places and listen to
what they say to you.

Hear the
music of
the wind.

114

Watch the perfect
flight of a bird.

Feel the life
around you and
inside you.

Be joyfully
loose and
lost in the
world!

Everybody needs
beauty as well
as bread...

And places
to play in!

115

My legacy
would live on
long after I
was gone.

My face would
be on stamps
and coins.

All kinds of
things would be
named after me -

a tiny
planet

an alpine
rabbit

a glacier

a butterfly

a rose

a bird

116

a tree

mountains

parks

schools

and trails.
Even...

A millipede?

Hello,
I’m John
Muir!

117

Still the wilderness
calls me, though I’m too
old for adventures now.

I sit by my fire and sail
out on a sea of memories,
reliving my wonderful life.

One memory keeps
rushing back

like a wave to
the shore,

cr

a

ck

le

r

k

a

B

clearer and stronger
than all the rest.

118

That day on the
Alaskan glacier still
roars in my mind.

Once again I hear the
white ice winds in the
frozen mountains.

Stickeen is at my side
and together we battle
the storm-blast

to cross the deathly
crevasse.

119

It’s always sunrise
somewhere.

Eternal
sunrise,
eternal
dawn, as the
round earth
rolls...

What I discovered on the glacier
has stayed with me always.

120

We are part of nature
and its wild heart is
part of us.

The human creatures
of this planet are
connected

to all our
earth-born
companions.

121

And I saw how a
snowflake could
move a mountain.
If millions of
snowflakes can
bond together

to create the
slow-moving
power of a
glacier -

strong
enough
to move
mountains

and carve out
valleys -
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then millions of small
actions by each human
being,

all the little things
we do every day,

can surely add up to
vast changes over time.
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Either to
destroy this
magnificent
planet

Or to protect our
precious home in a
vast universe.

Today, the world is
still inspired by the
life and voice of one
man in the wilderness:
a son of Scotland, a
pioneer planet-keeper
and the first modern
environmentalist.
John Muir calls out to us
all to look beyond our
everyday lives and enjoy
the wonders of nature
- to see ourselves as
citizens of the universe
and care-takers of
the earth for future
generations.
John Muir,
Earth - planet,
Universe
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The Lungs
of the
World

END

John Muir’s Chronology and Legacy
1838 		

April 21: John Muir born in Dunbar, Scotland.

1841 		

Begins school.

1849 		

Immigration to Wisconsin at the age of eleven.

1860 		
		

Leaves home (22 years of age) to exhibit his inventions at the 		
State Agriculture Fair in Madison, Wisconsin.

1861–2

Attends University of Wisconsin.

1867 		

Eye injury; begins 1,000-mile walk to Florida and then to Cuba.

1868 		
		
		

Falls in love with the Sierras and Yosemite. After all his travels, 		
John Muir makes Yosemite his home; begins exploration for
signs of glaciers.

1872 		
		

Begins to publish articles in leading magazines and
becomes a writer.

1874 		
		

Begins his tree-saving campaign and puts forward his glaciation
theory for the formation of the Yosemite Valley.

1879–90

Goes on many expeditions to Alaska.

1880		
		

April 14: John marries Louie Wanda Strentzel. They have two 		
daughters and settle at their ranch.

1890 		
		
		

Because of his many articles he begins the movement on 		
wilderness conservation; Yosemite is established as
a National Park.

1892 		
		

Helps to create the Sierra Club and is the president
until his death.

1893 		

Begins a European trip.

1901 		

The book Our National Parks by John Muir is published.
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1903
		
		

July 20: President Roosevelt journeys to visit Yosemite.
He spends his time there with John Muir, camping,
hiking and riding horseback.

1903–5

John’s world tour.

1907–13
		

He fights to save Hetch Hetchy Valley; many of John’s
books are published.

1911–12

John goes on trips to South America and Africa (73 years old).

1914		
		

December 24: John Muir dies of pneumonia in a
Los Angeles hospital.

1919 		
		

Due to his activism during his life The Grand Canyon National 		
Park is eventually established.

1976 		

John Muir Country Park designated at Dunbar, Scotland.

1981 		

John Muir House, Birthplace Museum opens in Dunbar, Scotland.

1983 		

John Muir Trust is founded in Scotland to conserve wild land.

1987 		

John Muir Trust purchases Li and Coire Dhorrcail in Knoydart.

1991 		

John Muir Trust purchases Torrin, Isle of Skye.

1993 		

John Muir Trust purchases Sandwood Bay, Sutherland.

1997 		

John Muir Award launched by Minister for the Environment.

1999 		

John Muir Trust purchases Schiehallion.

2000 		

John Muir Trust purchases Ben Nevis.

Source: John Muir National Historic Site and John Muir Trust.
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The John Muir Quiz
Now you have read this book try the John Muir quiz. Photocopy the
following pages and then answer the questions. At the end, add up your
results to see your similarities to John Muir.
Tick only one box next to each question against the suggestion that
describes you best.
1.

What is/are your favourite thing(s) to do at the weekend?



a. Take part in arts and crafts / read a book / watch a film or
TV show / write creatively / play an instrument or computer game



b. Be somewhere outdoors



c. Take photographs, draw, write or film the natural world



d. Work on an invention or build something



e. Go somewhere you have never been before



f. Play sport



g. None of the above



h. All of the above

2.

If you would like to follow in the footsteps of someone from this 		
list, who would it be?



a. David Attenborough and/or Ellie Harrison



b. Banksy and/or J. K. Rowling



c. Bear Grylls and/or Ellen MacArthur



d. John Muir



e. Steve Jobs and/or James Watt
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f. Chris Hoy and/or Jessica Ennis



g. All of the above



h. There is no one I admire on this list

3.

When going on a trip you are required to take an extra thing
with you. What would it be? Choose from the following:



a. A box of tools



b. A sketch book / writing journal



c. A packet of wild flower seeds



d. A piece of sports gear



e. A pair of walking boots



f. A map



g. None of the above



h. All of the above

4.

If you had to choose only one, which of the following would you 		
prefer to do?



a. Embark on a walking route you have never been on before and/or 		
camp out overnight



b. Make something in a workshop surrounded by gadgets



c. Enter a competition to create something that persuades others to 		
look after nature or take part in a tree planting event



d. Spend time in a garden/park or sitting under a favourite tree or 		
somewhere looking out to sea



e. Research ideas for a film and/or write the script or draw the 			
storyboard and/or film a video
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f. Mountain climb or run/cycle along a coastal or inland route or kayak
on the sea or river



g. None of the above



h. All of the above

5.

If you could only do one thing to make a difference to our
natural world, what would it be?



a. Take part in a local park, beach or river litter clean up



b. Create or adapt your own clothes, in a fashionable way, using 		
recycled materials where possible



c. Take part in conservation days by helping to collect details about 		
ecosystems in different locations



d. Set up or take part in an eco-school’s committee



e. Help to create or improve an eco-product (such as a film projector
run by ‘pedal power’)



f. Join in a sponsored sporting activity to raise money for a wildlife 		
charity



g. None of the above

6.

When John Muir was alive it was believed that as humans we were
in control of the natural world. Today, do you think that as humans
we are mainly:



a. Discoverers of the natural world



b. Protectors of the natural world



c. Part of the natural world



d. Just observers who paint, draw, photograph or write about the 		
natural world
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e. In control of the natural world



f. Just wanting to play in the natural world (e.g. wind surfing or skiing)



g. None of the above



h. I think as humans we are all of the above in relation to the natural 		
world today
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The John Muir Quiz Results
Question 1
a. =  , b. = ,
c. =  , d. = ,
e. =  , f. =  ,
g. =  , h. =  .

My symbol for this question
was:____

Question 2
a. =  , b. =  ,
c. =  , d. =  ,
e. =  , f. =  ,
g. =  , h. =  .

My symbol for this question
was:____

Question 3
a. =  , b. =  ,
c. =  , d. =  ,
e. =  , f. =  ,
g. =  , h. =  .

My symbol for this question
was:____

Question 4
a. =  , b. =  ,
c. =  , d. =  ,
e. =  , f. =  ,
g. =  , h. =  .

My symbol for this question
was:____

Question 5
a. =  , b. =  ,
c. =  , d. =  ,
e. =  , f. =  ,
g. =  .

My symbol for this question
was:____

Question 6
a. =  , b. =  ,
c. =  , d. =  ,
e. =  , f. =  ,
g. =  , h. =  .

My symbol for this question
was:____

Results

___ was the symbol I got the
most of.
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Your results show that you had mostly this
symbol  and this suggests you like to be
creative like John Muir – he liked to write
in his journal and record, through words
and illustrations, the creatures, flowers and
trees. If he were alive today he would no
doubt get involved in taking photographs,
creating music or filming scenes of the
world around us, reading books and/or
finding out things by using the computer –
spending time indoors as well as outside.
Does this sound like you?
Your results show that you had mostly this
symbol  and this suggests you like to
invent things like John Muir – he spent
time creating inventions to help others.
If he were alive today he would probably
participate in creative workshops or get
involved in scientific experiments or
explore how to live in a more sustainable
way. Does this sound like you?
Your results show that you had mostly
this symbol  and this suggests you are
quite sporty and you like to be active
outdoors doing things such as hiking,
climbing mountains or trees like John Muir
– he really enjoyed being out and about
in the wilderness. If he were alive today,
as well as hiking, he might well take part
in activities such as kayaking, cycling,
running or rock climbing too. Does this
sound like you?
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Your results show that you had mostly this
symbol  and this suggests you like to
explore, you are a bit of an adventurer
and so was John Muir – he liked to go
on expeditions immersing himself in the
outdoors, exploring, camping, climbing
mountains or trees and setting off along
hiking trails as well as overseas travels. If
he were alive today he would perhaps join
in with wildlife exploration and
conservation activity holidays too.
Does all this sound like you?
Your results show that you had mostly
this symbol  and this suggests you like
to spend time outdoors like John Muir
– he really enjoyed being out and about
in the natural world – in gardens, parks,
farmland or hills and mountains, river or
glacial valleys, woodlands or by the coast.
He liked to enjoy the peace that being
surrounded by nature gave him.
Does this sound like you?
Your results show that you had mostly
this symbol  and this suggests you are
a polymath like John Muir. A polymath is
someone who is a little bit of everything! A
creative, exploring, outdoor inventor who is
concerned about looking out for nature and
inspiring others to love and care for our
natural environment, is this you too?
Your results show that you had mostly this
symbol  and this suggests that you do
not have many similarities to John Muir.

133

Pupil’s Survey
Date you did the quiz: ...........................................
Your school year: ..................................................
Your score on the quiz: .........................................
Now I have read about John Muir, the activities I would like to get more/even
more involved with are ones where I am:


Inventing things		



Exploring things



Discovering nature



Looking out for nature



Going on walks or joining in activities that take me into
natural landscapes



Finding out more about the environment and what I can do to help



Sharing my discoveries through:


Writing



Art



Photography



Using technology (for example to create videos)

Thank you!
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If you are the class teacher, please send us the results of this
survey by one of three ways:
1.

Collate your pupils’ results and enter the summary in our online survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JMuir

2.

Collate your pupils’ results below and send them to:
John Muir Project,
Scottish Book Trust,
Freepost NAT5876,
Edinburgh EH1 0BR

3.

Collect all your pupils’ surveys and send them to:
John Muir Project,
Scottish Book Trust,
Freepost NAT5876,
Edinburgh EH1 0BR

Pupils’ results summary
Date your class did the quiz: ................
School name: .......................................
School postcode: .................................
Average age of pupils taking part: .......
Looking at the results from the quiz, please let us know the number
of pupils who were similar to John Muir in relation to:
•

Creativity: ……………….....

•

Inventions: ……………....…

•

Enjoying the peace of the outdoors: ………………...

•

Exploration, travel and adventures: ………………
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•

Outdoor sporting activities: ……………..................…

•

Were polymaths like John Muir: ……………...............

•

Pupils had no similarities to John Muir: ………………

Please let us know the number of pupils who said they would like
to get more involved in the following activities now that they have read
about John Muir:
•

Inventing things: ……………..........…

•

Exploring things: ……………..........…

•

Discovering nature: ……………….....

•

Looking out for nature: ……………...

•

Going on walks or joining in activities that take them into natural
landscapes: …………….................…

•

Finding out more about the environment and what they can
do to help: ………………..................

•

Sharing their discoveries through:
Writing: ……………........................…
Photography: ……............…….….....
Art: ……………..................................
Using technology: ………….....…..…

Thank you!
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Glossary
A–

B–

C–

D–

anemometer

a device used for measuring wind speed

avalanche

large amounts of snow and ice which
become dislodged, and fall rapidly down a
mountainside

bairn (Scots)

child or baby. (Bairn is used in the north
and east of Scotland, wean is used in the
south and west)

bobolink

a bird, from the same family as the blackbird,
that lives in South America. Bobolinks have
white or yellow feathers on their heads

chasm

a deep, steep-sided opening in the
earth’s surface

chickadee

a small songbird, from the same family as a
sparrow or bluetit, that lives in North America
and Canada

continent

a huge, continuous expanse of land, which can
contain many countries. The world’s continents
are Europe, Asia, Africa, North America, South
America, Australia and Antarctica

crevasse

a deep, open crack, usually in a glacier

destruction

damage to an object, building or place that
cannot be repaired
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G–

gangly (Scots)

tall, thin and not very graceful

gannet

a large sea bird, a bit like a gull. Gannets are
black and white and live near coasts in many
parts of the world, especially in the UK

genius

an exceptionally intelligent person, or someone
with an exceptional skill

glacier

a huge mass of ice, made from layers and layers
of compacted snow. Glaciers form on land and
move very, very slowly over it

glaikit (Scots)

stupid, foolish or absent-minded

greet (Scots)

‘greeting’ is a Scots word for crying or weeping

I–

inlet

a narrow passage of water connecting the sea
to the land

K–

kin

family

L–

legacy

what a person leaves behind after they die: what
others remember about them

M – malinky (Scots)

person or body

N–

nuthatch

a small bird, often brightly coloured, who lives in
woodland. Nuthatches are mostly found in
North America and Asia

P–

perilous

dangerous or risky
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R–

rascal

an affectionate term for a mischievous or cheeky
person

S–

scootchers

John Muir’s made-up word for adventures or
game of ‘dares’

scurvy

scurvy is a rare disease that results from not
getting enough vitamin C. Once upon a time it
was common in sailors. ‘Scurvy dogs’ is a
sea-faring term for sailors who are considered
bad, dirty or diseased

skylark

a small brown and white songbird with a crest
on its head. Skylarks live mainly in Europe, Asia
and North Africa

California, Florida, Grand Canyon, Indiana, Sierra Nevada Mountains, San
Francisco, Savannah, Tennessee, Wisconsin and Yosemite are all places in
America.
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Useful Websites
Activities and ideas to use with this book:
www.scottishbooktrust.com/johnmuir teaching support notes and pupil
activities that link to the symbols ‘jump off points’ found through out this
book
Blacklemag: www.blacklemag.com an up-to-the-minute source on
sustainable design and technology
British Geological Survey/Discovering Geology:
www.bgs.ac.uk/DiscoveringGeology includes information and
resources for schools
Discover John Muir: www.discoverjohnmuir.com includes information,
activities and events, hosted by the John Muir Trust
EcoSchools: www.ecoschoolsscotland.org provides guidance for wholeschool action on sustainable development
Education Scotland: www.educationscotland.gov.uk/studyingscotland
includes resources to support teaching about Scotland’s past, people and
environment
Forest Education Initiative: www.foresteducation.org includes links to
Forest Schools
Grounds for Learning Scotland: www.ltl.org.uk/scotland includes
approaches to support school provision for outdoor learning and play
John Muir Birthplace Trust: www.jmbt.org.uk an interpretative visitor centre
focused on John Muir’s work
John Muir Award: www.johnmuiraward.org the engagement initiative of the
John Muir Trust
John Muir Trust: www.johnmuirtrust.org includes links to the curriculum and
Mission:Explore John Muir
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John Muir Way: www.johnmuirway.org includes route description, maps,
places to visit en route, images as well as accommodation and facilities
Paths For All: www.pathsforall.org.uk/pfa/health-walks/
youngpeople.html includes case studies of walking projects with
Scottish schools
Scottish Canals: www.scottishcanals.co.uk includes educational resources
Scottish Natural Heritage: www.snh.gov.uk/johnmuir includes links to the
John Muir Way
Scottish Wild Life Trust: www.scottishwildlifetrust.com includes education
resources to learn about and enjoy wildlife
The Forestry Commission Scotland: www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland includes
links to woodlands for learning
The Ramblers: www.ramblers.org.uk includes details of places to walk in
Scotland
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds: www.rspb.org.uk/scotland
includes links to wildlife explorer clubs as well as educational resources
The Wild Network: www.projectwildthing.com
The Woodland Trust: www.british-trees.com
The Woodland Trust: www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/learn includes links to
Nature Detective activities
Visit Scotland:
www.visitscotland.com/about/nature-geography/national-parks/john-muir
includes details about Scotland’s National Parks and their links to John Muir
WWF Scotland: http://scotland.wwf.org.uk/ provides background information
in relation to an organisation that campaigns on behalf of wildlife both in
Scotland and further afield
Young Scot: www.youngscot.org/info/2292-what-if-john-muir-had-facebook
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How did a boy from Scotland grow up to
be called the ‘Greatest Californian’?
Why did he become so famous that a planet, a glacier,
mountains, woods, parks, trails and many other things
– even a millipede – are named after him?
In words and pictures, this graphic novel tells the amazing
story of John Muir and takes you on the adventure of his
life: from his boyhood in Dunbar, across the ocean to a thrilling
new start in America, where he became an inventor, a global
explorer and the first modern environmentalist – even best
friends with a president!
Follow his adventures across the globe and see how he
fought to preserve the wild wonders of nature for all of us
to live in, and enjoy, today.
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