AN ILLUSTRATED TRANSCRIPT OF THE SPEECH BY CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE, TEDXEUSTON, 2012

WITH ART FROM ARGENTINA, ISRAEL, NIGERIA, RWANDA, SOUTH AFRICA, SOUTH KOREA, SWEDEN, URLGLAY, TANZANIA, AND THE LSA!




// WE MADE THIS BOOK TO CELEBRATE THE POWER OF COLLABORATION AND DIVERSITY.

/ WITH ART CONTRIBUTED BY 20 ARTISTS FROM 10 COUNTRIES ALL AROUND THE GLOBE,
WE HOPE IT WILL HELP YOU TO EXPERIENCE ADICHIE'S BRILLIANT WORDS IN A NEW WAY
< \@_HELP US ALL TO REFLECT ON WHAT IS POSSIBLE WHEN WE WORK TOGETHER.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR ABOUT THIS BOOK ABOUT THE KESHO FUND
CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE IS A BEST- |[THIS BOOK WAS PRODUCED WITH THE PERMISSION| THE KESHO FUND WAS FOUNDED IN THE
SELLING WRITER OF NOVELS, SHORT OF TED MEDIA AS PART OF THE KESHO FLUND USA + TANZANIA IN 2018. OUR MISSION
STORIES, AND NONFICTION BOOKS. LIBRARY PROJECT. THE BOOK IS FREE TO PRINT, || IS TO EMPOWER EDLCATORS AND
ADICHIE WAS BORN AND GREW UP IN PHOTOCOPY, AND DISTRIBUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL || CHANGE-MAKERS IN TANZANIA. TO HELP,
NIGERIA. SHE GAVE THIS SPEECH ABOUT PURPOSES BUT MAY NOT BE MODIFIED OR SOLD. || WE ARE BUILDING AN ONLINE LIBRARY
THE MEANING AND IMPORTANCE OF COPYRIGHT FOR TRANSCRIPT: TED MEDIA, 2012 || OF FREE EDUCATIONAL COMIC BOOKS.
FEMINISM IN LONDON IN 2012, AND IT COPYRIGHT FOR ART: THE KESHO FUND, 2019 | TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OLR EFFORTS,
HAS SINCE BEEN VIEWED MILLIONS OF LAYOUT AND ART DIRECTION BY JOHN WHALEN |[[ VISIT US AT WWW.KESHOFLUND.ORG OR
TIMES IN COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD.|| 4,475 WORDS F.K. LEVEL: GRADE 7.2 || EMAIL DONATIONS@KESHOFLIND.ORG !
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ARTIST: JOSHUA ADEGBOYE WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME IN VIDEO: O:00 /29:32
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PLANE CRASH IN NIGERIA IN DECEMBER OF
2005, ALMOST EXACTLY 7 YEARS AGO.

SO I WOULD LIKE TO START BY TELLING
YOU ABOUT ONE OF MY GREATEST FRIENDS,
OKOLOMA MADUEWESI. OKOLOMA LIVED ON
MY STREET AND LOOKED AFTER ME LIKE A
BIG BROTHER. IF I LIKED A BOY, I WOULD
ASK OKOLOMA'S OPINION.

I WAS ABOUT 14. WE WERE IN HIS HOUSE,
ARGLING, BOTH OF US BRISTLING WITH
HALF-BITS OF KNOWLEDGE FROM BOOKS
THAT WE HAD READ.

I DON'T REMEMBER WHAT THIS PARTICULAR
ARGUMENT WAS ABOUT, BUT I REMEMBER
THAT AS I ARGUED AND ARGUED, OKOLOMA
LOOKED AT ME AND SAID, “YOU KNOW,
YOU’'RE A FEMINIST!” IT WAS NOT A
COMPLIMENT. I COULD TELL FROM HIS TONE:
THE SAME TONE THAT YOU WOULD USE TO
SAY SOMETHING LIKE, “YOU'RE A SUPPORTER
OF TERRORISM.”

I DID NOT KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THIS WORD
“FEMINIST” MEANT, AND I DID NOT WANT

OKOLOMA TO KNOW THAT I DID NOT KNOW.
SO I BRUSHED IT ASIDE AND CONTINUED TO

ARGUE. AND THE FIRST THING I PLANNED TO

DO WHEN I 6OT HOME WAS TO LOOK UP
“FEMINIST” IN THE DICTIONARY.

v
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OKOLOMA WAS A PERSON I COULD ARGUE

WITH, LAUGH WITH, AND TRULY TALK TO. HE
WAS ALSO THE FIRST PERSON TO CALL ME
A "FEMINIST."

ARTIST: SAEMNA PARK

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

TIME IN VIDEO: 0:12 /29:32 1
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NOW, FAST-FORWARD

TO SOME YEARS LATER.

I WROTE A NOVEL ABOUT
A MAN WHO, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, BEATS

HIS WIFE AND WHOSE
STORY DOESN'T END
VERY WELL. WHILE I WAS
PROMOTING THE NOVEL

IN NIGERIA, A JOURNALIST,
A NICE WELL-MEANING
MAN, TOLD ME HE WANTED
TO "ADVISE" ME. AND TO
THE NIGERIANS HERE, I'M
SURE WE’RE ALL FAMILIAR
WITH HOW QUICK OUR
PEOPLE ARE TO GIVE
UNSOLICITED ADVICE. HE
TOLD ME THAT PEOPLE
WERE SAYING THAT MY

NOVEL WAS FEMINIST
AND HIS ADVICE TO ME -
AND HE WAS SHAKING HIS
HEAD SADLY AS HE SPOKE
- WAS THAT I SHOULD
NEVER CALL MYSELF A
FEMINIST BECAUSE
FEMINISTS ARE WOMEN
WHO ARE UNHAPPY
BECAUSE THEY CANNOT
FIND HUSBANDS. SO I
DECIDED TO CALL MYSELF
A “HAPPY FEMINIST.”

THEN, AN ACADEMIC, A NIGERIAN
WOMAN, TOLD ME THAT FEMINISM
WAS NOT OUR CULTURE, THAT
FEMINISM WASN'T AFRICAN, AND
THAT I WAS CALLING MYSELF A
FEMINIST BECAUSE I HAD BEEN
CORRUPTED BY “WESTERN” BOOKS,
WHICH AMUSED ME BECAUSE A LOT
OF MY EARLY READING WAS
DECIDEDLY UN-FEMINIST. I THINK

I MUST HAVE READ EVERY SINGLE
MILLS & BOON ROMANCE
PUBLISHED BEFORE I WAS 16. AND
EACH TIME I TRY TO READ THOSE
BOOKS CALLED THE “FEMINISTS
CLASSICS” I GET BORED, AND I
REALLY STRUGGLE TO FINISH THEM.
BUT ANYWAY, SINCE FEMINISM
WAS UN-AFRICAN, I DECIDED I
WOULD NOW CALL MYSELF A HAPPY
AFRICAN FEMINIST. AT SOME POINT,
I WAS A "HAPPY AFRICAN FEMINIST
WHO DOES NOT HATE MEN AND
WHO LIKES LIP GLOSS, AND WHO
WEARS HIGH HEELS FOR HERSELF
BUT NOT FOR MEN.”

OF COURSE, A LOT OF THIS WAS
TONGUE-IN-CHEEK, BUT THAT WORD
“FEMINIST” IS SO HEAVY WITH
BAGGAGE, NEGATIVE BAGGAGE:

YOU HATE MEN, YOU HATE BRAS,
YOU HATE AFRICAN CULTURE -

THAT SORT OF THING.

ARTIST: ANITA OSNAT YOSHPE

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

TIME IN VIDEO: 1:32 / 29:32
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NOW, HERE’S A STORY FROM MY CHILDHOOD. WHEN I WAS IN
PRIMARY SCHOOL, MY TEACHER SAID AT THE BEGINNING OF
TERM THAT SHE WOULD GIVE THE CLASS A TEST, AND
WHOEVER GOT THE HIGHEST SCORE WOULD BE THE CLASS
MONITOR. NOW, CLASS MONITOR WAS A BIG DEAL. IF YOU
WERE A CLASS MONITOR, YOU GOT TO WRITE DOWN THE
NAMES OF NOISE-MAKERS, WHICH WAS HEADY ENOUGH
POWER ON ITS OWN. BUT MY TEACHER WOLULD ALSO GIVE YOU
A CANE TO HOLD IN YOUR HAND WHILE YOU WALKED AROLIND
AND PATROLLED THE CLASS FOR NOISE-MAKERS. NOW, OF
COURSE YOU WERE NOT ACTUALLY ALLOWED TO USE THE
CANE, BUT IT WAS AN EXCITING PROSPECT FOR THE
9-YEAR-OLD ME. I VERY MUCH WANTED TO BE THE CLASS
MONITOR, AND I GOT THE HIGHEST SCORE ON THE TEST.
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THEN, TO MY SURPRISE, MY TEACHER SAID THAT THE MONITOR HAD
TO BE A BOY. SHE HAD FORGOTTEN TO MAKE THAT CLEAR EARLIER
BECAUSE SHE ASSUMED IT WAS OBVIOUS. A BOY HAD THE SECOND
HIGHEST SCORE ON THE TEST, AND HE WOULD BE MONITOR. NOW
WHAT WAS EVEN MORE INTERESTING ABOUT THIS IS THAT THE BOY
WAS A SWEET GENTLE SOUL WHO HAD NO INTEREST IN PATROLLING
THE CLASS WITH A CANE, WHILE I WAS FULL OF AMBITION TO DO SO.
BUT I WAS FEMALE, AND HE WAS MALE, AND SO HE BECAME THE

CLASS MONITOR. AND I'VE NEVER FORGOTTEN THAT INCIDENT.
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ARTIST: JOHN WHALEN WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMI
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THEN I SAW REALIZATION DAWN ON LoOUIS’S
FACE. THE MAN BELIEVED THAT WHATEVER
MONEY I HAD HAD ULTIMATELY COME FROM
LOUIS, BECAUSE LOUIS IS A MAN.

I OFTEN MAKE THE MISTAKE OF THINKING THAT SOMETHING THAT IS OBVIOUS TO ME IS
JUST AS OBVIOUS TO EVERYONE ELSE. NOW TAKE MY DEAR FRIEND LOUIS, FOR
EXAMPLE. LOUIS IS A BRILLIANT PROGRESSIVE MAN, AND WE WOLULD HAVE

CONVERSATIONS, AND HE WOULD TELL ME, “I DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN BY THINGS
BEING DIFFERENT OR HARDER FOR WOMEN. MAYBE IN THE PAST, BUT NOT NOW.” AND I
DIDN'T UNDERSTAND HOW LOUIS COULD NOT SEE WHAT SEEMED SO SELF-EVIDENT.
THEN ONE EVENING IN LAGOS, LOUIS AND I WENT OUT WITH FRIENDS, AND FOR PEOPLE
HERE WHO ARE FAMILIAR WITH LAGOS, THERE’'S THAT WONDERFUL LAGOS FIXTURE: THE
SPRINKLING OF ENERGETIC MEN WHO HANG AROUND OUTSIDE ESTABLISHMENTS AND
VERY DRAMATICALLY HELP YOU PARK YOUR CAR. I WAS IMPRESSED WITH THE
PARTICULAR THEATRICS OF THE MAN WHO FOUND US A PARKING SPOT THAT EVENING.
AND SO, AS WE WERE LEAVING, I DECIDED TO LEAVE HIM A TIP. I OPENED MY BAG, PUT
MY HAND INSIDE MY BAG, BROUGHT OUT MY MONEY THAT I HAD EARNED FROM DOING
MY WORK, AND I GAVE IT TO THE MAN. AND HE, THIS MAN WHO WAS VERY GRATEFLL
AND VERY HAPPY, TOOK THE MONEY FROM ME, LOOKED ACROSS AT LOUIS, AND SAID,
“THANK YOU, SIR!" LOUIS LOOKED AT ME, SURPRISED, AND ASKED, “WHY IS HE THANKING
ME? I DIDN'T GIVE HIM THE MONEY.”

D

ARTIST: O] # -2 (KWIWOON SIMBA LEE) WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

TIME IN VIDEO: 4:45 / 29:32
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NOW, MEN AND WOMEN ARE DIFFERENT. WE HAVE DIFFERENT HORMONES, WE HAVE DIFFERENT SEXUAL ORGANS, WE HAVE DIFFERENT
BIOLOGICAL ABILITIES; WOMEN CAN HAVE BABIES, MEN CAN'T, AT LEAST NOT YET. MEN HAVE TESTOSTERONE, AND ARE IN GENERAL
PHYSICALLY STRONGER THAN WOMEN. THERE ARE SLIGHTLY MORE WOMEN THAN MEN IN THE WORLD - ABOUT 52% OF THE WORLD'S
POPULATION IS FEMALE. BUT MOST OF THE POSITIONS OF POWER AND PRESTIGE ARE OCCUPIED BY MEN. THE LATE KENYAN NOBEL
PEACE LAUREATE, WANGARI MAATHAI, PUT IT SIMPLY AND WELL WHEN SHE SAID, “THE HIGHER YOU 6O, THE FEWER WOMEN THERE ARE.”
IN THE RECENT U.S. ELECTIONS, WE KEPT HEARING OF THE LILLY LEDBETTER LAW. AND IF WE GO BEYOND THE NICELY ALLITERATIVE
NAME OF THAT LAW, IT WAS REALLY ABOUT A MAN AND A WOMAN DOING THE SAME JOB, BEING EQUALLY QUALIFIED, AND THE MAN

BEING PAID MORE BECAUSE HE IS A MAN. SO, IN A LITERAL WAY, MEN RULE THE WORLD.

ARTIST: CASEY WHALEN WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

TIME IN VIDEO: 6:24 / 29:32




AND THIS MADE SENSE A THOUSAND
YEARS AGO, BECAUSE HUMAN BEINGS
LIVED THEN IN A WORLD IN WHICH

PHYSICAL STRENGTH WAS THE MOST
IMPORTANT ATTRIBUTE FOR SURVIVAL.

CHIMAMANDA NGOZ! ADICHIE | WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS | TED2012 | ART COPYRIGHT: THE KESHO FUND, 2019

MORE LIKELY TO LEAD. AND MEN IN GENERAL

ARE PHYSICALLY STRONGER (OF COURSE,
THERE ARE MANY EXCEPTIONS). BUT TODAY
WE LIVE IN A VASTLY DIFFERENT WORLD. THE
PERSON MORE LIKELY TO LEAD IS NOT THE
PHYSICALLY STRONGER PERSON, IT IS THE
MORE CREATIVE PERSON, THE MORE
INTELLIGENT PERSON, THE MORE INNOVATIVE

PERSON, AND THERE ARE NO HORMONES FOR L

THOSE ATTRIBUTES.

ARTIST: STANISLAUS OKOTH

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

A MAN IS AS LIKELY AS A WOMAN TO BE
INTELLIGENT, TO BE CREATIVE, TO BE
INNOVATIVE. WE HAVE EVOLVED, BUT IT
SEEMS TO ME THAT OUR IDEAS OF GENDER
HAVE NOT EVOLVED.

TIME IN VIDEO: 7:23 / 29:32 6



S| EACH TIME I WALK INTO A NIGERIAN RESTALRANT WITH A MAN,
"{|| THE WAITER GREETS THE MAN AND IGNORES ME. THE WAITERS ARE
PRODLUCTS OF A SOCIETY THAT HAS TAUGHT THEM THAT MEN ARE
MORE IMPORTANT THAN WOMEN. AND I KNOW THE WAITERS DON'T
7] INTEND ANY HARM, BUT IT IS ONE THING TO KNOW INTELLECTUALLY,
B = Y =:{|AND QUITE ANOTHER TO FEEL IT EMOTIONALLY. EACH TIME THEY
Tn\Es A BOd IGNORE ME, I FEEL INVISIBLE. I FEEL UPSET. I WANT TO TELL
DRSO | AR THEM THAT I AM JUST AS HUMAN AS THE MAN, THAT I AM JUST
""" - 2 AS WORTHY OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT. THESE ARE LITTLE THINGS,
INGS THAT STING THE MOST

........... = BUT SOMETIMES IT’S THE LITTLE TH

o&eete

SOME WEEKS AGO I WALKED INTO THE LOBBY OF ONE OF THE
BEST NIGERIAN HOTELS (I THOUGHT ABOUT NAMING THE HOTEL,
BUT I THOUGHT I PROBABLY SHOULDN'T). AND A GUY AT THE
ENTRANCE STOPPED ME AND ASKED ME ANNOYING QUESTIONS
BECAUSE THE AUTOMATIC ASSUMPTION IS THAT A NIGERIAN
FEMALE WALKING INTO A HOTEL ALONE IS A SEX WORKER. AND,
BY THE WAY, WHY DO THESE HOTELS FOCUS ON THE OSTENSIBLE
SUPPLY RATHER THAN THE DEMAND FOR SEX WORKERS?

IN LAGOS, I CANNOT GO ALONE INTO MANY REPUTABLE BARS
AND CLUBS. THEY JUST DON'T LET YOU IN IF YOU ARE A WOMAN
ALONE. YOU HAVE TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY A MAN.

ARTIST: CHANDLER WHALEN WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME IN VIDEO: 8:13 / 29:32 7
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NOW, NOT LONG AGO, I WROTE AN ARTICLE ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS TO BE YOLUNG AND FEMALE IN LAGOS, AND AN
ACQUAINTANCE TOLD ME IT WAS "SO ANGRY." OF COURSE IT WAS ANGRY! I AM ANGRY. GENDER AS IT FUNCTIONS TODAY
IS A GRAVE INJUSTICE. WE SHOULD ALL BE ANGRY. ANGER HAS A LONG HISTORY OF BRINGING ABOUT POSITIVE CHANGE.
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ARTIST: CHANDLER WHALEN WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME IN VIDEO: Q:33 / 29:32 8
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BUT IN ADDITION TO BEING ANGRY,
I'M ALSO HOPEFUL BECAUSE I
BELIEVE DEEPLY IN THE ABILITY OF
HUMAN BEINGS TO MAKE AND
REMAKE THEMSELVES FOR THE
BETTER. GENDER MATTERS
EVERYWHERE IN THE WORLD, BUT I
WANT TO FOCUS ON NIGERIA, AND
ON AFRICA IN GENERAL, BECAUSE IT
IS WHERE I KNOW AND BECAUSE IT
IS WHERE MY HEART IS. AND 1
WOLULD LIKE TODAY TO ASK THAT WE
BEGIN TO DREAM ABOUT AND PLAN
FOR A DIFFERENT WORLD, A FAIRER
WORLD, A WORLD OF HAPPIER MEN
AND HAPPIER WOMEN WHO ARE
TRUER TO THEMSELVES. AND THIS IS
HOW TO START: WE MUST RAISE OUR
DAUGHTERS DIFFERENTLY. WE MUST
ALSO RAISE OUR SONS DIFFERENTLY.
WE DO A GREAT DISSERVICE TO BOYS
IN HOW WE RAISE THEM. WE STIFLE
THE HUMANITY OF BOYS. WE DEFINE
MASCULINITY IN A VERY NARROW
WAY - MASCULINITY BECOMES THIS
HARD SMALL CAGE, AND WE PUT
BOYS INSIDE THE CAGE. WE TEACH
BOYS TO BE AFRAID OF FEAR. WE
TEACH BOYS TO BE AFRAID OF
WEAKNESS, OF VULNERABILITY. WE
TEACH THEM TO MASK THEIR TRUE
SELVES BECAUSE THEY HAVE TO BE,
IN NIGERIA SPEAK, “HARD MAN.”

)

IN SECONDARY SCHOOL, A BOY AND A GIRL, BOTH
OF THEM TEENAGERS, BOTH OF THEM WITH THE
SAME AMOUNT OF POCKET MONEY, WOULD 6O OUT,
AND THEN THE BOY WOULD BE EXPECTED ALWAYS
TO PAY, TO PROVE HIS MASCULINITY. AND YET WE
WONDER WHY BOYS ARE MORE LIKELY TO STEAL
MONEY FROM THEIR PARENTS. WHAT IF BOTH BOYS
AND GIRLS WERE RAISED NOT TO LINK MASCULINITY
WITH MONEY? WHAT IF THE ATTITUDE WAS NOT,
“THE BOY HAS TO PAY,” BUT RATHER, “WHOEVER HAS
MORE SHOULD PAY”? NOW, OF COURSE BECAUSE OF
THE HISTORICAL ADVANTAGE, IT IS MOSTLY MEN WHO
WILL HAVE MORE TODAY. BUT IF WE START RAISING
CHILDREN DIFFERENTLY, THEN IN FIFTY YEARS, IN A
HUNDRED YEARS, BOYS WILL NO LONGER HAVE THE
PRESSURE OF HAVING TO PROVE THIS MASCULINITY.

BUT BY FAR THE WORST THING WE DO
TO MALES, BY MAKING THEM FEEL
THAT THEY HAVE TO BE HARD, IS THAT
WE LEAVE THEM WITH VERY FRAGILE
EGOS. THE MORE “HARD MAN” A MAN
FEELS COMPELLED TO BE, THE
WEAKER HIS EGO IS.

|

ARTIST: ERIKA EDBLOM

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

TIME IN VIDEO: 9:59 / 29:32




AND THEN WE DO A MUCH GREATER DISSERVICE TO GIRLS BECAUSE
WE RAISE THEM TO CATER TO THE FRAGILE EGOS OF MEN. WE
TEACH GIRLS TO SHRINK THEMSELVES, TO MAKE THEMSELVES
SMALLER. WE SAY TO GIRLS, “YOU CAN HAVE AMBITION, BUT NOT
TOO MUCH. YOU SHOULD AIM TO BE SUCCESSFLUL, BUT NOT TOO
SUCCESSFUL, OTHERWISE YOU WOULD THREATEN THE MAN. IF YOU
ARE THE BREAD WINNER IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH A MAN, YOU
HAVE TO PRETEND THAT YOU’RE NOT. ESPECIALLY IN PUBLIC.
OTHERWISE, YOU WILL EMASCULATE HIM.” BUT WHAT IF WE
QUESTION THE PREMISE ITSELF? WHY SHOULD A WOMAN'’S
SUCCESS BE A THREAT TO A MAN? WHAT IF WE DECIDE TO SIMPLY
DISPOSE OF THAT WORD? AND I DON’'T THINK THERE IS AN ENGLISH
WORD I DISLIKE MORE THAN, “"EMASCULATION.”
s S LR R
RS
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24| LIFE CHOICES ALWAYS KEEPING IN MIND THAT MARRIAGE IS THE

4 MOST IMPORTANT. NOW, MARRIAGE CAN BE A GOOD THING. IT

“3| CAN BE A SOURCE OF JOY AND LOVE AND MUTUAL SLUPPORT, BUT
H|WHY DO WE TEACH GIRLS TO ASPIRE TO MARRIAGE AND WE DON'T

Potors.
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ARTIST: GERMAN CLARA WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME IN VIDEO: 12:14 / 29:32 10
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A NIGERIAN ACQUAINTANCE ONCE ASKED ME IF I WAS WORRIED
THAT MEN WOULD BE INTIMIDATED BY ME. I WAS NOT WORRIED
AT ALL. IN FACT, IT HAD NOT OCCURRED TO ME TO BE WORRIED,
BECAUSE A MAN WHO WILL BE INTIMIDATED BY ME IS EXACTLY
THE KIND OF MAN I WOULD HAVE NO INTEREST IN. BUT STILL, I
WAS REALLY STRUCK BY THIS. BECAUSE I AM FEMALE, I AM
EXPECTED TO ASPIRE TO MARRIAGE. I AM EXPECTED TO MAKE MY

TEACH BOYS THE SAME?




I KNOW YOUNG WoMEN WHO RRE UNDER
S0 MUCH PRESSURE FROM FAMILY, FROM
FRIENDS, EVEN FROM WORK,TO GET
MARRIED , AND THEY'RE PUSHED T0 MAKE
TERRIBLE CHOICES.

I KNOW A WOMAN WHO DECIDED To SEWL
HER HOUSE BECAUSE SHE DIDN'T WANT To
INTIMIDATE A MAN WHO MiGHT MARRY HER.

T KNOW AN UNMARRIED WOMAN IN NIGERIA
WHO, WHEN SHE GOES TO CONFERENCES,

WEARS A WEDDING RING, BECAUSE ACCORDING
TO WER,SHE WANTS ALL THE PARTICIPANTS \N

THE (ONFERENCE 70 6(VE WER RESPECT,

AWOMAN AT A CERTAIN AGE WHo IS
UNMARRIED, OUR SOCIETY TEACHES HER IT'S EASY FOR US To SAY: ?

To SEE \T AS EEP PERSONAL FAILURE.
osEE T RA D 00 :\é@u,aw WOMEN CAN JUST
s

2 AY ‘No’' TO ALL OF THis™

BuT THE REALITY IS MORE
DIEFICULT AND MORE COMPLEX.
WE ARE ALL SOCIAL BEINGS.

AND A MAN, AFTER A CERTAIN AGE ISN'T
MARRIED, WE JUST THINK HE WASN'T COME
AROUND TO MAKING HIS PICK.

CHIMAMANDA NGOZ! ADICHIE | WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS | TED2012 | ART COPYRIGHT: THE KESHO FUND, 2019

ARTIST : ANDRES ALBERTO WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME in VIDEO:13:52 [ 29:32 11
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= ATTENTION OF MEN. WE TEACH GIRLS THAT THEY CANNOT BE

WE TEACH FEMALES, THAT IN RELATIONSHIPS, "COMPROMISE"
IS WHAT WOMEN DO. WE RAISE GIRLS TO SEE EACH OTHER AS
COMPETITORS, NOT FOR JOBS, OR FOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS -
WHICH I THINK CAN BE A GOOD THING - BUT FOR THE

SEXUAL BEINGS IN THE WAY THAT BOYS ARE. IF WE HAVE
SONS, WE DON'T MIND KNOWING ABOUT OUR SONS’
GIRLFRIENDS, BUT OUR DAUGHTERS’ BOYFRIENDS? GOD FORBID.
BUT OF COURSE, WHEN THE TIME IS RIGHT, WE EXPECT THOSE
GIRLS TO BRING BACK THE PERFECT MAN TO BE THEIR
HUSBANDS. WE POLICE GIRLS. WE PRAISE GIRLS FOR VIRGINITY,
BUT WE DON'T PRAISE BOYS FOR VIRGINITY. AND IT'S ALWAYS
MADE ME WONDER HOW EXACTLY THIS IS ALL SUPPOSED TO
WORK OUT, BECAUSE... I MEAN, THE LOSS OF VIRGINITY IS
USUALLY A PROCESS THAT INVOLVES TWO PEOPLE.

WE INTERNALIZE IDEAS FROM OUR SOCIALIZATION. EVEN THE
LANGUAGE WE USE IN TALKING ABOUT MARRIAGE AND RELATIONSHIPS
ILLUSTRATES THIS. THE LANGUAGE OF MARRIAGE IS OFTEN THE
LANGUAGE OF OWNERSHIP, RATHER THAN THE LANGUAGE OF
PARTNERSHIP. WE USE THE WORD “RESPECT” TO MEAN SOMETHING

A WOMAN SHOWS A MAN, BUT OFTEN NOT SOMETHING A MAN SHOWS
A WOMAN. BOTH MEN AND WOMEN IN NIGERIA WILL SAY (AND THIS

IS AN EXPRESSION I AM VERY AMUSED BY), "I DID IT FOR PEACE IN
MY MARRIAGE.” NOW, WHEN MEN SAY IT, IT IS USUALLY ABOUT
SOMETHING THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE DOING ANYWAY. SOMETIMES
IT IS SOMETHING THEY SAY TO THEIR FRIENDS IN A KIND OF FONDLY
EXASPERATED WAY. YOU KNOW, SOMETHING THAT ULTIMATELY
PROVES HOW MASCULINE THEY ARE, HOW NEEDED, HOW LOVED;

“OH, MY WIFE SAID I CAN'T GO TO THE CLUB EVERY NIGHT, SO FOR
PEACE IN MY MARRIAGE I DO IT ONLY ON WEEKENDS.” NOW, WHEN A
WOMAN SAYS, “I DID IT FOR PEACE IN MY MARRIAGE,” SHE IS

M‘
—_— -f — —

USUALLY TALKING ABOUT HAVING GIVEN UP A JOB, A DREAM, A CAREER. |f

ARTIST: JOHN WHALEN

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS
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RECENTLY, A YOUNG WOMAN WAS
GANG-RAPED IN A UNIVERSITY IN NIGERIA
(I THINK SOME OF US KNOW ABOUT THAT),
AND THE RESPONSE OF MANY YOLNG
NIGERIANS, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE, WAS
SOMETHING ALONG THE LINES OF THIS:

74109 han L

NOW, IF WE CAN FORGET THE HORRIBLE
INHUMANITY OF THAT RESPONSE, THESE
NIGERIANS HAVE BEEN RAISED TO THINK
OF WOMEN AS INHERENTLY GUILTY.

S NS _j//
N— — 3 <
= N T2
S YES, RAPE IS WRONG, BUT %
k| WHAT IS A GIRL DOING IN //
[| A ROOM WITH 4 BOYS? 2

AND THEY'VE BEEN RAISED TO EXPECT SO

LITTLE OF MEN THAT THE IDEA OF MEN AS
SAVAGE BEINGS WITHOUT ANY CONTROL IS
SOMEHOW ACCEPTABLE.

S
7z

ARTIST: CAROLINE HILDEBRAND

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

WE TEACH GIRLS SHAME; “CLOSE YOLR LEGS.
COVER YOURSELF.” WE MAKE THEM FEEL AS
THOUGH BEING BORN FEMALE, THEY'RE
ALREADY GUILTY OF SOMETHING. AND SO
GIRLS GROW UP TO BE WOMEN WHO CANNOT
SAY THEY HAVE DESIRE. THEY GROW UP TO
BE WOMEN WHO SILENCE THEMSELVES. THEY
GROW UP TO BE WOMEN WHO CANNOT SAY
WHAT THEY TRULY THINK. AND THEY GROW UP
= AND THIS IS THE WORST THING WE DO TO
GIRLS - THEY GROW UP TO BE WOMEN WHO
HAVE TURNED PRETENSE INTO AN ART FORM.

TIME IN VIDEO: 16:51 / 29:32 13



I KNOW A WOMAN WHO HATES DOMESTIC WORK. SHE JUST HATES

IT. BUT SHE PRETENDS THAT SHE LIKES IT BECAUSE SHE HAS BEEN

TAUGHT THAT TO BE GOOD WIFE MATERIAL SHE HAS TO BE - TO

USE THAT NIGERIAN WORD - VERY “HOMELY.” AND THEN SHE GOT || W
MARRIED, AND AFTER A WHILE, HER HUSBAND’S FAMILY BEGAN TO
COMPLAIN THAT SHE HAD "CHANGED." ACTUALLY, SHE HAD NOT
CHANGED, SHE'D JUST GOTTEN TIRED OF PRETENDING!
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THE PROBLEM WITH GENDER IS THAT IT PRESCRIBES HOW WE
"SHOULD BE" RATHER THAN RECOGNIZING HOW WE ARE. NOW,
IMAGINE HOW MUCH HAPPIER WE WOULD BE, HOW MUCH FREER TO
BE OUR TRUE INDIVIDUAL SELVES, IF WE DIDN'T HAVE THE WEIGHT
OF GENDER EXPECTATIONS. BOYS AND GIRLS ARE UNDENIABLY
DIFFERENT, BIOLOGICALLY. BUT SOCIALIZATION EXAGGERATES THE
DIFFERENCES, AND THEN IT BECOMES A SELF-FULFILLING PROCESS.

ARTISTS: ANITA OSNAT YOSHPE + TAMAR PUYANIC WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME IN VIDEO: 18:05 / 29:32 iy
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NOW TAKE COOKING, FOR EXAMPLE. TODAY, WOMEN IN GENERAL
ARE MORE LIKELY TO DO THE HOUSEWORK THAN MEN, THE
COOKING AND CLEANING. BUT WHY IS THAT? IS IT BECAUSE
WOMEN ARE BORN WITH A COOKING GENE? OR BECAUSE OVER
THE YEARS, THEY HAVE BEEN SOCIALIZED TO SEE COOKING AS
THEIR ROLE?

CHIMAMANDA NGOZ! ADICHIE | WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS | TED2012 | ART COPYRIGHT: THE KESHO FUND, 2019
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ACTUALLY, I WAS GOING TO SAY THAT MAYBE WOMEN ARE BORN
WITH A COOKING GENE, UNTIL I REMEMBERED THAT THE MAJORITY
OF THE FAMOUS COOKS IN THE WORLD, WHOM WE GIVE THE FANCY
TITLE OF “CHEFS,” ARE MEN.

ARTIST: KARA CARPENTER

WE SHOULD ALL BE
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I USED TO LOOK AT MY GRANDMOTHER, WHO WAS A BRILLIANT, BRILLIANT WOMAN, AND WONDER HOW SHE WOULD HAVE BEEN IF SHE
HAD THE SAME OPPORTUNITIES AS MEN WHEN SHE WAS GROWING UP. NOW TODAY, THERE ARE MANY MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN
THAN THERE WERE DURING MY GRANDMOTHER'’S TIME - BECAUSE OF CHANGES IN POLICY, CHANGES IN LAW, ALL OF WHICH ARE VERY

WHAT IF, IN RAISING CHILDREN, WE FOCUS .| NOW, WHAT IF THE PARENTS, FROM THE
ON ABILITY, INSTEAD OF GENDER? WHAT
IF, IN RAISING CHILDREN, WE FOCUS ON WHEN THE BOY IS HLUNGRY, THE PARENTS GIRL TO COOK INDOMIE [NOODLES]?

INTEREST, INSTEAD OF GENDER? I KNOW || SAY TO THE GIRL, "60 AND COOK INDOMIE [l cooKING, BY THE WAY IS A VERY LUSEFLL

BEGINNING, TAUGHT BOTH THE BOY AND THE

IMPORTANT - BUT WHAT MATTERS EVEN MORE IS OUR ATTITUDE, OUR MINDSET, WHAT WE BELIEVE, AND WHAT WE VALUE ABOUT GENDER.

A FAMILY WHO HAVE A SON AND A NOODLES FOR YOUR BROTHER!" NOW, SKILL FOR A BOY TO HAVE. I'VE NEVER
DALUGHTER, BOTH OF WHOM ARE BRILLIANT || THE GIRL DOESN'T PARTICULARLY LIKE TO || THOUGHT IT MADE SENSE TO LEAVE SUCH A
AT SCHOOL, WHO ARE WONDERFLIL, COOK INDOMIE NOODLES, BUT SHE'S A CRUCIAL THING, THE ABILITY TO NOURISH
LOVELY CHILDREN. GIRL, AND SO SHE HAS TO. ONESELF, IN THE HANDS OF OTHERS.

ARTIST: ODILE UWERA WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME IN VIDEO: 19:31 / 29:32
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| GRADUATE SCHOOL, I WAS WORRIED. I WASN'T WORRIED ABOUT THE MATERIAL I
|| WOULD TEACH, BECAUSE I WAS WELL-PREPARED AND I WAS GOING TO TEACH WHAT

I KNOW A WOMAN WHO HAS THE SAME DEGREE
AND THE SAME JOB AS HER HUSBAND. WHEN
THEY GET BACK FROM WORK, SHE DOES MOST
OF THE HOUSE WORK, WHICH I THINK IS TRUE
FOR MANY MARRIAGES. BUT WHAT STRUCK ME
ABOUT THEM IS THAT WHENEVER HER HUSBAND
CHANGED THE BABY'’S DIAPER, SHE SAID
“THANK YOU!" TO HIM. NOW, WHAT IF SHE SAW
THIS AS PERFECTLY NORMAL AND NATURAL

CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE | WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS | TED2012 | ART COPYRIGHT: THE KESHO FUND, 2019

THAT HE SHOULD, IN FACT, CARE FOR HIS CHILD?

I'M TRYING TO UNLEARN MANY OF THE LESSONS OF GENDER THAT I INTERNALIZED
WHEN I WAS GROWING UP, BUT I SOMETIMES STILL FEEL VERY VULNERABLE IN THE
FACE OF GENDER EXPECTATIONS. THE FIRST TIME I TAUGHT A WRITING CLASS IN

I ENJOYED TEACHING. INSTEAD, I WAS WORRIED ABOUT WHAT TO WEAR. I WANTED
TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. I KNEW THAT BECAUSE I WAS FEMALE, I WOULD
AUTOMATICALLY HAVE TO PROVE MY WORTH, AND I WAS WORRIED THAT IF I
LOOKED TOO FEMININE, I WOULD NOT BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. I REALLY WANTED TO
WEAR MY SHINY LIP GLOSS AND MY GIRLY SKIRT, BUT I DECIDED NOT TO. INSTEAD,
I WORE A VERY SERIOUS, VERY MANLY, AND VERY UGLY SUIT. BECAUSE THE SAD
TRUTH IS THAT WHEN IT COMES TO APPEARANCE, WE START OFF WITH MEN AS THE
STANDARD, AS THE NORM. IF A MAN IS GETTING READY FOR A BUSINESS MEETING,
HE DOESN'T WORRY ABOUT LOOKING TOO MASCULINE, AND THEREFORE ABOUT
BEING TAKEN FOR GRANTED. IF A WOMAN IS GETTING READY FOR A BUSINESS
MEETING, SHE HAS TO WORRY ABOUT LOOKING TOO FEMININE, AND WHAT IT SAYS,
AND WHETHER OR NOT SHE WILL BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. I WISH I HAD NOT WORN
THAT UGLY SUIT THAT DAY (I'VE ACTUALLY BANISHED IT FROM MY CLOSET, BY THE
WAY). HAD I, THEN, THE CONFIDENCE THAT I HAVE NOW, TO BE MYSELF, MY
STUDENTS WOULD HAVE BENEFITED EVEN MORE FROM MY TEACHING BECAUSE I
WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE COMFORTABLE AND MORE FULLY AND MORE TRULY MYSELF.

ARTIST: MARELISE JACOBS

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

TIME IN VIDEO: 20:53 / 29:32 17



I HAVE CHOSEN TO NO LONGER BE APOLOGETIC FOR MY FEMALENESS AND MY FEMININITY.
AND I WANT TO BE RESPECTED - IN ALL OF MY FEMALENESS - BECAUSE I DESERVE TO BE.

D

QT

ARTIST: KARA PARIS DAY WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME IN VIDEO: 22:55 / 29:32 18
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GENDER IS NOT AN EASY CONVERSATION TO HAVE. FOR BOTH MEN
AND WOMEN, TO BRING UP GENDER IS SOMETIMES TO ENCOLNTER
AN ALMOST IMMEDIATE RESISTANCE. I CAN IMAGINE SOME PEOPLE
HERE ACTUALLY THINKING, “WOMEN TOO DO SEF"?

— (

o~

SOME OF THE MEN HERE MIGHT BE THINKING, “OKAY, ALL OF
THIS IS INTERESTING, BUT I DON'T THINK LIKE THAT.” AND THAT
IS PART OF THE PROBLEM - THAT MANY MEN DO NOT ACTIVELY
THINK ABOUT GENDER OR NOTICE GENDER, IS PART OF THE
PROBLEM OF GENDER. THAT MANY MEN SAY, LIKE MY FRIEND
LouIs, “BUT EVERYTHING IS FINE NOW.” AND THAT MANY MEN
DO NOTHING TO CHANGE IT. IF YOU ARE A MAN AND YOU WALK
INTO A RESTAURANT WITH A WOMAN AND THE WAITER GREETS
ONLY YOU, DOES IT OCCLUR TO YOU TO ASK THE WAITER, “WHY
/ HAVEN'T YOU GREETED HER?”

ARTIST: WESLEY HALL

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME IN VIDEO: 23:12 / 29:32 19




SO BECAUSE GENDER CAN BE A VERY
UNCOMFORTABLE CONVERSATION TO
HAVE, THERE ARE VERY EASY WAYS TO
CLOSE IT, TO CLOSE THE CONVERSATION.
SO, SOME PEOPLE WILL BRING UP
EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY AND APES, HOW
YOU KNOW, FEMALE APES BOW DOWN TO
MALE APES, AND THAT SORT OF THING.

SOME PEOPLE WILL SAY, “WELL, POOR MEN ALSO
HAVE A HARD TIME.” AND THIS IS TRUE, BUT THAT IS
NOT WHAT THIS CONVERSATION IS ABOUT. GENDER
AND CLASS ARE DIFFERENT FORMS OF OPPRESSION.
I ACTUALLY LEARNED QUITE A BIT ABOUT SYSTEMS
OF OPPRESSION, AND HOW THEY CAN BE BLIND TO
ONE ANOTHER, BY TALKING TO BLACK MEN. I WAS
ONCE TALKING TO A BLACK MAN ABOUT GENDER,
AND HE SAID TO ME, “WHY DO YOU HAVE TO SAY
‘MY EXPERIENCE AS A WOMAN'? WHY CAN'T IT BE
‘MY EXPERIENCE AS A HUMAN BEING’?” NOW, THIS
WAS THE SAME MAN WHO WOULD OFTEN TALK ABOUT
HIS EXPERIENCE AS A BLACK MAN. GENDER MATTERS.
T

il

BUT THE POINT IS, WE'RE NOT APES.
APES ALSO LIVE ON TREES, AND

w |
% % e V1| HAVE EARTHWORMS FOR BREAKFAST,
AR =1 AND WE DON'T.

ARTIST: MARELISE JACOBS WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME IN VIDEO: 24:21 / 29:32 20
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MEN AND WOMEN EXPERIENCE THE WORLD
DIFFERENTLY. GENDER COLORS THE WAY WE
EXPERIENCE THE WORLD. BUT WE CAN CHANGE
THAT. SOME PEOPLE WILL SAY, “OH, BUT
WOMEN HAVE THE REAL POWER: BOTTOM
POWER.” AND FOR NON-NIGERIANS, “BOTTOM
POWER" IS AN EXPRESSION WHICH I SUPPOSE
MEANS SOMETHING LIKE A WOMAN WHO USES
HER SEXUALITY TO GET FAVORS FROM MEN.
BUT "BOTTOM POWER” IS NOT POWER AT ALL.
BOTTOM POWER MEANS THAT A WOMAN
SIMPLY HAS A GOOD ROOT TO TAP INTO
(FROM TIME TO TIME) SOMEBODY ELSE'’S
POWER. AND THEN OF COURSE WE HAVE TO
WONDER WHEN THAT SOMEBODY ELSE IS IN A
BAD MOOD, OR SICK, OR IMPOTENT...

CHIMAMANDA NGOZ! ADICHIE | WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS | TED2012 | ART COPYRIGHT: THE KESHO FUND, 2019

SOME PEOPLE WILL SAY THAT A WOMAN
BEING SUBORDINATE TO A MAN IS OUR
CULTURE. BUT CULTURE IS CONSTANTLY
CHANGING. I HAVE BEAUTIFUL TWIN
NIECES WHO ARE 15 AND LIVE IN LAGOS.
IF THEY HAD BEEN BORN 100 YEARS
AGO, THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN TAKEN
AWAY AND KILLED BECAUSE IT WAS OLR
CULTURE, IT WAS OUR CULTURE, THE
IBO/IGBO CULTURE, TO KILL TWINS.
SO, WHAT IS THE POINT OF CULTURE?

I MEAN, THERE IS THE DECORATIVE, THE
DANCING... BUT ALSO CULTURE IS REALLY
ABOUT THE PRESERVATION AND
CONTINUITY OF A PEOPLE. IN MY FAMILY,
I AM THE CHILD WHO IS MOST INTERESTED
IN THE STORY OF WHO WE ARE, IN OUR
TRADITIONS, AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF
ANCESTRAL LANDS. MY BROTHERS ARE
NOT AS INTERESTED ASI AM, BUT I
CANNOT PARTICIPATE, I CANNOT GO TO
UMUNNA MEETINGS, I CANNOT HAVE A
SAY, BECAUSE I AM FEMALE.

ARTIST: JOSHUA ADEGBOYE

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

TIME IN VIDEO: 25:39 / 29:32 21




CULTURE DOES NOT MAKE PEOPLE. PEOPLE MAKE CULTURE. SO IF IT IS IN FACT TRUE THAT THE
FULL HUMANITY OF WOMEN IS NOT OUR CULTURE, THEN WE MUST MAKE IT OUR CULTURE
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I THINK VERY OFTEN OF MY DEAR FRIEND OKOLOMA MADUEWESI.
MAY HE AND OTHERS WHO PASSED AWAY IN THAT SOSOLISO CRASH
CONTINUE TO REST IN PEACE. HE WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED BY
THOSE OF US WHO LOVED HIM. AND HE WAS RIGHT, THAT DAY MANY
YEARS AGO, WHEN HE CALLED ME A FEMINIST. I AM A FEMINIST.
AND WHEN I LOOKED UP THE WORD IN THE DICTIONARY THAT DAY,
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THIS IS WHAT IT SAID:
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MY GREAT-
WAS A FEMINIST. SHE RAN AWAY FROM THE HOUSE OF THE
MAN SHE DID NOT WANT TO MARRY AND ENDED UP MARRYING
THE MAN OF HER CHOICE. SHE REFUSED, SHE PROTESTED, SHE
SPOKE UP, WHENEVER SHE FELT SHE WAS BEING DEPRIVED:
OF ACCESS, OF LAND, THAT SORT OF THING. MY GREAT-
GRANDMOTHER DID NOT KNOW THAT WORD, “FEMINIST,”
BUT IT DOESN’T MEAN THAT SHE WASN'T ONE.

MORE OF US SHOULD RECLAIM THAT WORD.

ARTIST: CORINA WILLETTE

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

TIME IN VIDEO: 27:38 / 29:32 23



MY OWN DEFINITION OF “FEMINIST" IS: A FEMINIST IS A MAN OR A WOMAN WHO SAYS, “YES, THERE’'S A
PROBLEM WITH GENDER AS IT IS TODAY, AND WE MUST FIX IT, WE MUST DO BETTER.” THE BEST FEMINIST
I KNOW IS MY BROTHER KENE. HE IS ALSO A KIND, GOOD-LOOKING, LOVELY MAN, AND HE IS VERY MASCLLINE.
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ARTIST: ERIKA EDBLOM WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS TIME IN VIDEO: 28:41 / 29:32



THANK YOU. [
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29:21 / 29:32

TIME IN VIDEO

WE SHOULD ALL BE FEMINISTS

CAROL WHALEN

ARTIST
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1) DO ANY PARTS OF THE AUTHOR'S SPEECH REMIND YOU OF
YOUR OWN LIFE AND EXPERIENCES? WHICH PARTS? WHY?

2) DOES GENDER INEQUALITY ONLY AFFECT GIRLS AND WOMEN,
OR DOES IT ALSO AFFECT OTHER PEOPLE AND/OR SOCIETY
AS A WHOLE? IF SO, WHEN AND HOW DOES IT AFFECT THEM?

3) THE AUTHOR SAYS, “THERE’S A PROBLEM WITH GENDER AS IT
IS TODAY, AND WE MUST FIX IT, WE MUST DO BETTER,” (P25).
WHO IN YOUR COMMLUNITY HAVE YOU SEEN WORK HARD TO
IMPROVE GENDER EQUALITY? WHAT DID THEY DO, AND WHEN?

4) USING YOUR OWN WORDS, HOW CAN YOU DEFINE THE WORDS
"FEMINISM" AND "FEMINIST"? ARE YOU A FEMINIST? WHY?

5) WHAT CAN YOL DO TO IMPROVE GENDER EQUALITY IN YOUR
COMMUNITYZ WHO CAN YOU ALSO ASK TO HELP YOU?

6) WHAT'S A QUESTION YOU WANT TO ASK ABOUT OVERCOMING
GENDER INEQUALITY AT HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD?

7) EACH PAGE OF THIS BOOK HAS A VERY DIFFERENT ART STYLE.
WHICH OF THE DRAWINGS DO YOU LIKE THE MOST, AND WHY?
WHAT DOES IT MAKE YOU THINK/FEEL WHEN YOU LOOK AT IT?

8) WRITE AN IDEA OR EXPERIENCE ABOUT FACING/OVERCOMING
GENDER INEQUALITY, AND DRAW YOUR OWN CARTOON FOR IT.
WITH YOUR CLUB, CLASS, OR GROUP OF FRIENDS, YOU CAN
MAKE A NEW PICTURE BOOK TOGETHER! SHARE IT TO OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE OR EMAIL US: DONATIONS@KESHOFLUND.ORG !

VOCABULARY (BY PAGE NLIMBER)

(P1) NOTORIOUS (ADJ): FAMOUS FOR A BAD REASON

(P1) SOSOLISO PLANE CRASH (N): A PLANE CRASH IN NIGERIA
THAT KILLED 108 PEOPLE IN 2005, LEAVING ONLY 2 SURVIVORS

(P1) BRISTLING (V/ADJ): BEING STIFF AND SPIKY (LIKE A CACTUS)

(P2) LUNSOLICITED (ADJ): SOMETHING NOT ASKED FOR

(P2) TONGLE-IN-CHEEK (ADJ): SAID UNSERIOUSLY OR AS A JOKE

(PY) PROGRESSIVE (ADJ): WORKING FOR CHANGE (PROGRESS)

(PY) SELF-EVIDENT (ADJ): OBVIOUS WITHOUT BEING EXPLAINED

(P5) HORMONES (N): NATURAL CHEMICALS IN OUR BODIES

(P5) NOBEL PEACE LALREATE (N): A PERSON WHO WON THE
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE FOR CONTRIBUTING TO PEACE ON EARTH

(P5) LILLY LEDBETTER LAW (N): A LAW SIGNED BY BARACK
OBAMA (2009) TO HELP USA WOMEN AND MEN BE PAID EQUALLY

(P5) ALLITERATION (N): SEVERAL WORDS IN A ROW THAT BEGIN
WITH THE SAME LETTER (E.G. "BIG BOOKS BOOST BRAINS!")

(P7) OSTENSIBLE (ADJ): ONLY APPEARING TO BE TRUE

(P7) REPUTABLE (ADJ): HAVING A GOOD REPUTATION

(P9) EBGO (N): A PERSON’S SENSE OF SELF-IMPORTANCE

(P9) COMPELLED (ADJ/V): FORCED TO DO SOMETHING

(P10) EMASCULATION (N): MAKING A MAN LESS “MANLY”

(P10) ASPIRE (V): TO HOPE VERY MUCH

(P12) INTERNALIZE (N): MAKE SOMETHING PART OF YOURSELF

(P12) SOCIALIZATION (N): MIXING WITH PEOPLE OR SOCIETY

(P12) EXASPERATED (ADJ): FRUSTRATED BY SOMETHING

(P13) PRETENSE (N): A LIE OR A FAKE APPEARANCE (PRETEND)

(P1Y) SELF-FULFILLING PROCESS (N): MAKING ITSELF HAPPEN

(P19) TOO DO SEF: NIGERIAN EXPRESSION FOR "TOO AMBITIOUS"

(P21) SLBORDINATE (ADJ): SUBMISSIVE / TAKING ORDERS FROM

(P21) UMUNNA MEETINGS (N): A MEETING OF ELDERS IN NIGERIA

(P2Y) FEMINIST (N/ADJ): A PERSON WHO SAYS:

"YES, THERE'S A PROBLEM WITH GENDER AS IT IS
TODAY, AND WE MUST FIX IT, WE MUST DO BETTER.”

THANKS FOR READING!

FOR MORE FREE EDUCATIONAL COMIC BOOKS, VISIT US AT WWW.KESHOFLIND.ORG/LIBRARY
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ABOUT OUR COVER - FEMINISTS WHO INSPIRE US

JOYCE
BANDA

W PRESIDENT

JOYCE BANDA WAS BORN IN MALEMIA,
MALAWI, IN 1950. IN ADDITION TO SERVING
AS PRESIDENT OF MALAWI IN 2012-201H,
SHE HAS FOUNDED SEVERAL BUSINESSES
AND FOUNDATIONS TO EMPOWER WOMEN.

RUTH

BADER GINSBLIRG
“R.B.G."
SUPREME COLRT JUSTICE

RUTH BADER GINSBURG WAS BORN IN NEW
YORK CITY, USA, IN 1933. AS A JUSTICE

(A TOP JUDGE) IN HER COUNTRY'S HIGHEST
COURT, SHE HAS CHANGED LAWS TO BOOST
EQUALITY AND CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE USA.

DENIS
MUKWEGE

SURGEON

DENIS MUKWEGE WAS BORN IN BUKAVU, DRC,
IN 1955, AS A SURGEON, HE SPECIALIZES IN
HELPING SURVIVORS OF RAPE, ESPECIALLY
AFTER HIS COUNTRY'S CIVIL WAR. HE WAS
AWARDED THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE IN 2018.

ARLUNACHALAM

MURUGANANTHAM
"PAD MAN"
INVENTOR

ARUNACHALAM MURUGANANTHAM WAS BORN
IN COIMBATORE, INDIA, IN 1961. HE INVENTED
A WAY TO MANUFACTURE SANITARY PADS

FROM LOCAL RESOURCES AND HAS REDUCED
THE TABOO OF DISCUSSING MENSTRUATION.
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MALALA
YOUSAFZA/

STUDENT

MALALA YOUSAFZAI WAS BORN IN MINGORA,
PAKISTAN, IN 1997. GIRLS THERE WERE
BANNED FROM SCHOOL, SO SHE BEGAN A
PROTEST BLOG AT THE YOUNG AGE OF 11.
SHE WON THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE IN 2014.
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WHOEVER YOU ARE, WHEREVER YOU LIVE,
THANK YOU FOR DOING YOUR PART TO
IMPROVE GENDER EQUALITY IN YOUR
COMMUNITY! THERE IS STILL A LONG ROAD
AHEAD, BUT WE'VE ACCOMPLISHED SO MUCH
TOGETHER ALREADY. YOU EACH INSPIRE US.
KEEP BEING YOLR BEST SELF!
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COVER ARTIST: KARA PARIS DAY

FIGURES SELECTED BY THE KESHO FLUND; NOT ENDORSED BY SPEAKER OR TED MEDIA
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